Leigh St Peter’s Primary School
Early Reading in EYFS
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Where it all begins…..
At Leigh St Peters Primary School, we believe that reading is the
key to unlocking many opportunities in life. In our school, we strive
to take our children on a magical reading journey from the moment
they step foot into our school.
From the very first day, children are saturated with nursery rhymes.
Phonemic skill development gained from nursery rhymes has been scientifically proven to develop
early reading. Whilst developing an ear for language, repetition of rhymes teaches children how
language works and builds memory capacity through memorising patterns. Nursery rhymes help
develop inference skills, as well as developing a rich vocabulary and helping with speech
development through strengthening the muscles in the mouth and tongue. Rhyming supports
children to articulate words, modulate voices and enunciate clearly by saying them over and over.
Singing nursery rhymes daily also helps our children to develop auditory skills such as
discriminating between sounds and develop an ear for the music of words. Our staff introduce
literary devices like alliteration and imagery. As well as expand children’s imagination and
creativity. Nursery rhymes are a great introduction to stories. Many containing verses, which help
children develop their sequencing skills.
Every day our children listen to stories. A daily story helps children to
continue expanding their knowledge of language, as well as develop
their listening skills. It provides our children with mental stimulation,
providing them with time to relax and maintain a state of calm, and
improve focus and concentration. Reading out loud to children is a
critical component of supporting children’s oral language development.
Children are encouraged to take part in early language experiences
such as a weekly ‘show and tell’ sessions. This helps to build effective
communication and listening skills as well as encourages emotional
development.
Our early years team understand that oral language development is the foundation for learning. It
supports reading and writing and is critical in supporting the development of children’s early
literacy skills. We ensure our children experience this by modelling language at every opportunity
and providing a language rich environment both indoors and outdoors. Our learning areas are
designed with purposeful intent for staff and children to interact, share a focus, talk and take
turns. Books are included in the environment and our children have access to libraries in their
classrooms. The children can choose from a range of books, which
will help to develop a love for reading. Children are taught how to
handle books, turn pages, and develop print awareness.
We recognise that the strongest predictors of reading readiness
include interest and motivation to read, oral language and narrative
skills, including, book and print awareness. Alongside these prereading skills, we teach synthetic, systematic phonics.
Here at Leigh St Peter’s Primary School, we aim to give all children
the opportunity to access a life-long journey of learning. We do this
first and foremost through the teaching of daily phonics.
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The teaching of systematic, synthetic phonics plays a critical role in teaching children the
alphabetic code, enabling children to read.
After developing firm foundations in our preschool in listening,
language development, understanding and speech, we take our
children on a journey through phase 1 phonics. We use Super
Sonic Phonic Friends to help support our teaching and develop
children’s ability in sound discrimination and phonological
awareness. When children enter Reception, we begin to teach
systematic synthetic phonics, phase 2-3 until they progress in
year 1, where they continue the programme and study phases
4-5 until they become confident, fluent readers with the ability
to spell all phonologically decodable words.
As a school we have adopted ‘Super Sonic Phonics Friends’, to support us with the teaching of
systematic synthetic phonics. This ensures a consistent approach across early years and Key Stage
1. ‘Super Sonic Phonic Friends’ is based on the well-recognised ‘Letters and Sounds’. Super Sonic
Phonic Friends is a child friendly programme with a multisensory approach to the teaching of
phonics, which allows children to be interactive during lessons as they progress through each
phase. This helps them to maintain a love for learning to read. It uses friendly characters to help
children to recognise the steps in teaching and become excited by the learning that each
character wants them to do.
Below represents the structure of Super Sonic Phonics Programme.
Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3
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Phase 4

Phase 5 continued

Phase 5

Phase 5 continued

Reading Books in EYFS
In Preschool, children get to choose a book of their choice to share
with a grown up. They are asked to share this book a minimum of
three times a week. These books are given so children can experience
listening to adults read in their home environment and experience
quality time, developing a love for reading.
If a child attends our 2 Year old room, they are sent home with a
different nursery rhyme each week to share with their grown up.
On entering reception, all children are given a picture based book
whilst pre-reading skills are assessed and Phase One Phonics is
secured. Once a child begins Phase Two Phonics, formative assessment is used to determine
when a child is ready for a book containing print. These books are always phonetic based books,
so children can apply the new sounds they have been learning. Children are asked to read with an
adult a minimum of three times per week.
Alongside a picture book or a decodable book, children are sent home with a ‘whole language’
book. This book with be at a similar level to what your child is working at but may contain words
that are unfamiliar to them. These books should be shared with your child with support.
All reading books in Preschool and Reception are changed on a weekly basis. Children are listened
to read by and teacher or a teaching assistant frequently in the EYFS. If child require additional
reading, this is given as an intervention.
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Whole class reading is also done across the early years setting. Books are shared, reading is
modelled to children, books are discussed and children develop lots of vocabulary and reading
skills when sharing class books.

So how do we promoting a love for reading?
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Our Early Years Curriculum has been developed using high
quality text.
We share a class story at the end of every day.
We provide an environment rich in opportunities for children
to read.
We provide children with classroom libraries filled with a
range of interesting books and high quality texts.
We celebrate ‘World Book Day’, where all the children and
staff dress up as their favourite character from a book.
We have a ‘reading enrichment’ activity each term where
children take part in a fun task, e.g. – the craziest place to
read a book.
We encourage parent involvement through phonic based ‘Stay and Play’ sessions every
term, where children get to take part in phonic activities with their grown-ups. Phonic
activities are modelled to grown-ups which can be used to support the children with
reading at home.
We hold a ‘Reading Café’ afterschool once a week, to encourage grown-ups to come in and
listen to their child read.
We offer access to online ebooks to engage our young readers using different platforms.
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